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[A question arises:] As explained, the reward for

the mitzvot and the good which we will merit if we
observe the path of God as prescribed by the Torah is
the world to come as [Deuteronomy 2:7] states: "So
that good will be granted you and you will live long.”

[Also,] the retribution which is exacted from the wicked
who abandon the paths of righteous prescribed by the
Torah is karet as [Numbers 15:31] states: "This soul
shall surely be cut off. His sin shall remain upon him."

[If so,] what is the meaning of the [statements] made
throughout the entire Torah: "If you observe [the Torah's
laws], you will acquire such and such;" "If you do not
observe [the Torah's laws], such and such will happen
to you?" All [of the benefits and difficulties that are
promised] are matters of this [material] world, for
example, plenty and famine, war and peace,
sovereignty [over other nations] or a humble [national
standing], the settlement of the land or exile, success in
one's deeds or loss and all the other points mentioned
in the covenant.

[In resolution, it must be stated that] all those
statements are true. They have been realized in the
past and will be realized in the future. When we fulfill all
the mitzvot in the Torah, we will acquire all the benefits
of this world. [Conversely,] when we transgress them,
the evils written [in the Torah] will occur.

Nevertheless, those benefits are not the ultimate
reward for the mitzvot, nor are those evils the ultimate
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transgresses all the mitzvot.

Rather, the resolution of the matter is as follows: God
gave us this Torah which is a tree of life. Whoever
fulfills what is written within it and comprehends it with
complete and proper knowledge will merit the life of the
world to come. A person merits [a portion of the world
to come] according to the magnitude of his deeds and
the extent of his knowledge.

[In addition,] we are promised by the Torah that if we
fulfill it with joy and good spirit and meditate on its
wisdom at all times, [God] will remove all the' obstacles
which prevent us from fulfilling it, for example, sickness,
war, famine, and the like.

Similarly, He will grant us all the good which will
reinforce our performance of the Torah, such as plenty,
peace, an abundance of silver and gold in order that we
not be involved throughout all our days in matters
required by the body, but rather, will sit unburdened and
[thus, have the opportunity to] study wisdom and
perform mitzvot in order that we will merit the life of the
world to come.

This [principle is expressed] by the Torah. After
[Deuteronomy 6:11-12] promises us all the benefits of
this world, it concludes [ibid.:25]: "And charity will
remain for us if we take care to perform [all these
commandments].”

Similarly, the Torah has informed us that if we
consciously abandon the Torah and involve ourselves
in the vanities of the time in a manner similar to that
stated [by Deuteronomy 32:15]: "Jeshurun became fat
and rebelled," then, the True Judge will remove from all
the benefits of this world which reinforce their rebellion
those who abandoned [the Torah].

He will bring upon them all the evils which prevent them
from acquiring [a portion in] the world to come so that
they will be destroyed in their wickedness. This was
implied by the Torah's statement [Deuteronomy 28:47-
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happiness,]... you will serve your enemies whom God
sends against you."

Thus, these blessings and curses can be interpreted as
follows: If you serve God with happiness and observe
His way, He will grant you these blessings and remove
these curses from you in order that you may be free to
gain wisdom from the Torah and involve yourselves in it
so that you will merit the life of the world to come.
"Good will be granted you" - in the world that is entirely
good; "and you will live long" - in the world which is
endlessly long, [the world to come].

Thus, you will merit two worlds, a good life in this world,
which, in turn, will bring you to the life of the world to
come. For if a person will not acquire wisdom in this
world and he does not possess good deeds, with what
will he merit [a portion in the world to come]? [Thus,
Ecclesiastes 9:10] states: "There is no work, no
accounting, no knowledge, and no wisdom in the
grave."

[Conversely,] if you have abandoned God and become
obsessed with food, drink, lewdness, and the like, He
will bring all these curses upon you and remove all
blessing until you will conclude all your days in
confusion and fear. You will not have a free heart or a
complete body to fulfill the mitzvot in order that you
forfeit the life of the world to come.

Thus, you will forfeit two worlds for when a person is
occupied in this world with sickness, war, and hunger,
he cannot involve himself with either wisdom or mitzvot
which allow him to merit the life of the world to come.
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For these reasons, all Israel, [in particular,] their
prophets and their Sages, have yearned for the

Messianic age so they can rest from the [oppression of]

the gentile kingdoms who do not allow them to occupy

themselves with Torah and mitzvot properly. They will
find rest and increase their knowledge in order to merit
the world to come.

In that era, knowledge, wisdom, and truth will become
abundant. [Isaiah 11:9] states, "The earth will be full of
the knowledge of God." [Jeremiah 31:33] states: "One
man will no longer teach his brother, nor a man his
colleague... [for all will know Me]." And [Ezekiel 36:26]
states: "I will take away the heart of stone from your
flesh and give you a heart of flesh."

[These changes will come about] because the king who
will arise from David's descendants will be a greater
master of knowledge than Solomon and a great
prophet, close to the level of Moses, our teacher.
Therefore, he will teach the entire nation and instruct
them in the path of God.

All the gentile nations will come to hear him as [Isaiah
2:2] states: "And it shall come to pass in the last days
that the mountain of God's house shall be established
at the peak of the mountains... [and all the nations shall
flow to it]."

[Nevertheless,] the ultimate of all reward and the final
good which will have no end or decrease is the life of
the world to come. In contrast, the Messianic age will
be [life within the context of] this world, with the world
following its natural pattern except that sovereignty will
return to Israel.

The Sages of the previous generations have already
declared: "There is no difference between the present
age and the Messianic era except [the emancipation]
from our subjugation to the [gentile] kingdoms."
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