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There are 24 deeds which hold back Teshuvah:

Four are the commission of severe sins. God will
not grant the person who commits such deeds to
repent because of the gravity of his transgressions.

They are:

a) One who causes the masses to sin, included in this
category is one who holds back the many from
performing a positive command;

b) One who leads his colleague astray from the path of
good to that of bad; for example, one who proselytizes
or serves as a missionary [for idol worship];

c) One who sees his son becoming associated with evil
influences and refrains from rebuking him. Since his
son is under his authority, were he to rebuke him, he
would have separated himself [from these influences].
Hence, [by refraining from admonishing him, it is
considered] as if he caused him to sin.

Included in this sin are also all those who have the
potential to rebuke others, whether an individual or a
group, and refrain from doing so, leaving them to their
shortcomings.

d) One who says: "l will sin and then, repent." Included
in this category is one who says: "l will sin and Yom
Kippur will atone [for me]."

Among [the 24] are five deeds which cause the
paths of Teshuvah to be locked before those who

commit them. Thev are:
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a) One who separates himself from the community;
when they repent, he will not be together with them and
he will not merit to share in their merit.

b) One who contradicts the words of the Sages; the
controversy he provokes will cause him to cut himself
off from them and, thus, he will never know the ways of
repentance.

c) One who scoffs at the mitzvoth; since he considers
them as degrading, he will not pursue them or fulffill
them. If he does not fulfill mitzvot, how can he merit [to
repent]?

d) One who demeans his teachers; this will cause them
to reject and dismiss him as [Elishah did to] Gechazi. In
this period of rejection, he will not find a teacher or
guide to show him the path of truth.

e) One who hates admonishment; this will not leave
him a path for repentance. Admonishment leads to
Teshuvah. When a person is informed about his sins
and shamed because of them, he will repent.
Accordingly, [rebukes are] included in the Torah, [for

example]:

"Remember, do not forget, that you provoked [God,
your Lord, in the desert. From the day you left Egypt
until here,] you have been rebelling....”(Deuteronomy
9:7).

"[Until this day,] God did not give you a heart to
know....” (Deuteronomy 29:3).

"[Is this the way you repay God,] you ungrateful, unwise
nation” (Deuteronomy 2:6).

Similarly, Isaiah rebuked lIsrael, declaring: “Woe, sinful
nation, [people laden with iniquity...]" (Isaiah 1:4),

"The ox knows its owner, [and the ass, his master's
crib. Israel does not know...]” (ibid.: 1:3),

| know you are obstinate... (ibid. 48:4).
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God also commanded him to admonish the
transgressors as [ibid. 58:1] states: "Call out from your
throat, do not spare it." Similarly, all the prophets
rebuked Israel until she repented. Therefore, it is
proper for each and every congregation in Israel to
appoint a great sage of venerable age, with [a
reputation of] fear of heaven from his youth, beloved by
the community, to admonish the masses and motivate
them to Teshuvah.

This person who hates admonishment will not come to
the preacher's [lecture] or hear his words. Accordingly,
he will continue his sinful [paths], which he regards as
good.
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Among these [24] are five [transgressions] for
which it is impossible for the person who commits

them to repent completely. They are sins between man

and man, concerning which it is impossible to know the
person whom one sinned against in order to return

[what is owed him] or ask for his forgiveness. They are:

a) One who curses the many without cursing a specific
individual from whom he can request forgiveness;

b) One who takes a share of a thief's [gain], for he does
not know to whom the stolen article belongs. The thief
steals from many, brings him [his share], and he takes
it. Furthermore, he reinforces the thief and causes him
to sin;

c) One who finds a lost object and does not announce it
[immediately] in order to return it to its owners.
Afterwards, when he desires to repent, he will not know
to whom to return the article;

d) One who eats an ox belonging to the poor, orphans,
or widows. These are unfortunate people, who are not
well-known or recognized by the public. They wander
from city to city and thus, there is no one who can
identify them and know to whom the ox belonged in
order that it may be returned to him.

e) One who takes a bribe to pervert judgment. He does
not know the extent of the perversion or the power [of
its implications] in order to pay the [people whom he
wronged], for his judgment had a basis. Furthermore,
[by taking a bribe], he reinforces the person [who gave
it} and causes him to sin.
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Also among the [24] are five [transgressions] for
which it is unlikely that the person who commits

them will repent. Most people regard these matters

lightly. Hence, [by committing such a transgression,] a

person will sin without realizing that he has. They are:

a) One who eats from a meal which is not sufficient for
its owners. This is a "shade of theft." However, the
person who [partook from this meal] will not realize that
he has sinned, for he will rationalize: "l only ate with his
permission."

b) One who makes use of a pledge taken from a poor
person. The pledge taken from a poor person would be
his axe or plow. He rationalizes: "Their value will not
depreciate and, hence, | haven't stolen anything from
him."

c) One who looks at women forbidden to him. He
considers the matter of little consequence, rationalizing:
"Did | engage in relations with her? Was | intimate with
her?" He fails to realize how looking [at such sights] is a
great sin, for it motivates a person to actually take part
in illicit sexual relations as implied by [Numbers 15:39]
"Do not follow after your heart and your eyes."

d) One who takes pride in his colleague's shame. He
tells himself that he has not sinned, for his colleague
was not present. Thus, no shame came [directly] to his
colleague, nor did he humiliate him. He merely
contrasted his good deeds and wisdom against the
deeds or wisdom of his colleague in order that, out of
that comparison, he would appear honorable, and his
colleague, shameful.

e) One who suspects worthy people. He will also say to
himself "I haven't sinned," for he will rationalize: "What
have | done to him? All | did was raise a doubt whether
he committed the wrong or not." He does not realize
that this is a sin, for he has considered a worthy person
as a transgressor.
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Among the [24] are five [qualities] which have the

tendency to lead the transgressor to continue to
commit them and which are very difficult to abandon.
Therefore, a person should be very careful lest he
become attached to them, for they are very bad
attributes. They are:

a) gossip;

b) slander;

c) quick-temperedness;

d) a person preoccupied with sinister thoughts;

e) a person who becomes friendly with a wicked
person, for he learns from his deeds and they are
imprinted on his heart. This was implied by Solomon
[Proverbs 13:20]: "A companion of fools will suffer
harm."

In Hilchot De'ot, we explained the [character traits]
which all people should continually follow. This surely
holds true for a Baal-Teshuvah.

All of the above, and other similar transgressions,

though they hold back repentance, they do not
prevent it entirely. Should one of these people repent,
he is a Baal-Teshuvah and has a portion in the world to
come.
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